
Drilling Fluids
Remove cuttings

cool and clean bit

lubricate drill assembly

control formation pressure

maintain wellbore stability

prevent lost circulation

Types of Drilling Fluids

ÅWater-based muds
ïMost common and least costly

ïBentonite, dispersants, and NaOH added

ÅOil-based mud;  lots of +ôs and ïôs (see handout)

ÅAir drilling (see handout) <1000 psi, 500-800 cfm

-Dry air

-Misting

-Foam

Uses




