

































































Since its opening in October 1939, Philbrook has been known for its
American Indian collections, and the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey
Collection of paintings.

Today, the petroleum industry continues to support Philbrook through
the contributions of individuals and companies. As an example, CITGO
Petroleum Crop., in partnership with the Oklahoma Arts Council, is spon-
soring an exhibit called “Norte del Sur: Venezuelan Art Today.” Phillips
Petroleum Co., Vintage Petroleum, and MAPCO Inc. are some of the key
sponsors of Philbrook’s “Year of Europe,” an exciting series of three exhibi-
tions scheduled for 1998.

The Phillips family continues to play a vital role in the life of Philbrook
by ensuring that the house and grounds remain as beautiful today as they
were in 1936 when the house was donated to the people of Tulsa.

Omniplex

Due largely to the financial support of John E. Kirkpatrick of Kirkpatrick
0il, Oklahoma City is home to one of the nation’s best hands-on science
museums for children. This facility is part of Omniplex, which also houses
aviation and space artifacts; gardens and a greenhouse; art and historical
galleries; Kirkpatrick Planetarium; the International Photography Museum,;
and Red Earth Indian Center.

This exciting facility that welcomes
more then 340,000 visitors each year would
not be possible without the support of
Oklahoma’s oil and gas industry. Along with
Kirkpatrick, supporters include Kerr-McGee,
Phillips Petroleum, Sun Oil, Oryx Energy,
Crawley Petroleum, American Association of
Petroleum Geologists, Oklahoma Natural
Gas, State of Oklahoma Stripper Wells Over-
charge Fund, and Vestige Energies, among a
very long list of others.

In 1991, these organizations and others
funded the EnergyQuest exhibit that uses
more than 20 segments to teach visitors about
the formation, discovery, recovery, and con-
servation of Oklahoma’s energy resources.
The Geovator is a simulator ride that takes

Students view science exhibit at Omniplex. (Photo courtesy of visitors “back in time,” shows how fossil fu-

Omniplex.)
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els are formed, and then  “returns” passen-
gers to the present to see how these deposits
are recovered and used as energy sources.
With new funding, this exhibit has been expanded to demonstrate the
continuity among formations of the earth, fossils, rocks, minerals, and fossil
fuels, and to show how petroleum is extracted from the earth. The new
exhibits include a seismic logging truck, one-third-scale drilling rig, and an
actual pumpjack.
Omniplex also is embarking on a new partnership with the Oklahoma
Energy Resources Board (OERB), which will provide funding to update the
Geovator exhibit with multimedia technology—giving visitors the opportu-



nity to choose from several informative programs on the oil and gas industry.
OERB’s support also allows the museum to include elements in the pro-
gramming that allow viewers to interact with the exhibit by answering ques-
tions about the industry. Also, OERB will provide funding for selected school
groups to visit Omniplex and attend educational programs on Oklahoma’s
energy resources. Together, these projects will help educate cutrent and fu-
ture generations on the rich heritage of Oklahoma’s petroleum industry, and
on its impact on the economy—now and into the 21st century.

Dean A. McGee Eye Institute

In 1965 a small group of prominent Oklahoma
City citizens founded the Oklahoma Eye Foundation
with the specific goal of establishing an institute dedi-
cated to maintaining and restoring sight. Their efforts
received a tremendous boost in 1971 when Dean A.
McGee, president and CEO of Kerr-McGee Corp., de-
veloped a retinal detachment that was repaired by two
doctors involved in the foundation. A man of great
curiosity, McGee’s ensuing interest in his surgery and
ophthalmology brought him to an understanding of the
need for subspecialists in Oklahoma. In addition to
contributing to the effort himself, he helped assemble
a team of community and business leaders to shep-
herd the development of the Institute.

To build the new center, oil rigs, pumps, and tanks
had to be relgcated from the construction site, near Lights come on in the Dean A. McGee Eye Institute as
the State Capitol. night falls on Oklahoma. (Photo courtesy of the Dean A.

The Institute, dedicated on December 5, 1975, is McGee Eye Institute.)
unique in that it is a separate charitable corporation
with its own governing Board of Trustees. The Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Department of Ophthalmology is housed within the
Institute, and the two groups operate with the department chair appointed as
the Institute president.

Although one of the largest eye institutes in the country, it is less than a
quarter-century old in a state yet to celebrate its centennial. Some of the
Institute’s founding trustees and physicians still guide its activities.

Woolaroc

Located 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville, Woolaroc began in the 1920s
as the ranch retreat of oilman Frank Phillips, founder of Phillips Petroleum
Co. The museum now consists of the following: the original lodge; an early
history collection featuring the Woolaroc monoplane that won the 1927 Trans-
Pacific Dole Flight; a Native American Heritage Center; and a wildlife pre-
serve that houses deer, elk, longhom cattle, and one of the largest privately
owned buffalo herds. These attractions, along with Bison Lake, an 1840s
traders camp, and various nature trails make this facility a perfect place for
family outings.
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Ernest Whitworth Marland

When 24 people dined at the
Marland s $3,000 table, each sat
in a chair costing $555—except
for Marland himself, who occu-
pied a $675 chair at the head of
the table.
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The E. W. Marland Story—
A Saga of the Boom Days

One of the great sagas of the petroleum industry and of Oklahoma, the
story of Ernest Whitworth Marland—multimillionaire, oilman, philanthro-
pist, and 10th governor of the State of Oklahoma—is one of the more dra-
matic, bizarre, and poignant in the State’s history.

Before coming to Oklahoma early in the 1900s, Marland had made and
lost a million dollars in oil fields in West Virginia. His first Oklahoma strike
came in June of 1911 with the discovery well of the Ponca pool on Ponca
Indian land just north of the famous 101 Ranch. Marland also was instru-
mental in the Burbank field, which yielded more than 550 million barrels of
oil. This was the third-largest producing field in Oklahoma history, and is
the one that made the Osage the richest Indian tribe in the world. The dis-
covery of Three Sands field made the already wealthy Marland a man of
enormous financial resources. One deal made with Standard of New Jersey
for 20,000 barrels of oil a day garnered $60,000 every 24 hours for Marland—
a staggering sum in the 1920s. During that decade, his personal fortune was
more then $100 million, and he produced 10 percent of all the oil in the
world.

Marland built one grand 22-room mansion and golf course in Ponca
City before starting on the house of his dreams—which was constructed
from 1925 to 1928 at an estimated cost of $5.5 million. The 55-room, 12-
bathroom, three-kitchen, 43,561-square-foot “Palace on the Prairie” would
cost an estimated $48.5 million in today’s dollars—if the materials and Eu-
ropean craftsmen were available. The building was patterned after the
Davanzatti Palace in Florence, Italy, with 24-karat gold leaf costing $80,000
in the 1920s, or $1,435,000 today, in gilt on the ceiling of the ballroom.
From this golden ceiling hung a pair of 14th-century Waterford Crystal chan-
deliers. The chandeliers were shipped from Europe at a cost of $30,000 for
the pair—which would be some $220,000 today. When 24 people dined at
the Marland’s $3,000 table, each sat in a chair costing $555—except for
Marland himself, who occupied a $675 chair at the head of the table.

During construction of the mansion, Marland’s first wife, Mary Vir-
ginia, died in 1926. He married again in 1928, shocking the nation when he
took as his second wife his adopted daughter, Lydie, after having her adop-
tion annulled in Flourtown, Pennsylvania. He was 54 at the time; she was
28. Lydie and her brother George, the children of Mary Virginia’s sister, first
visited Ponca City in 1912, when she was 12 and George 14. E. W. and
Mary Virginia adopted the two in 1916, offering them the best of schools
and an education “back east.”

Marland and Lydie lived in the house only for about two years before E.
W. lost his oil company on Wall Street in 1928 and resigned as president of
Marland Oil Co. He and Lydie moved into the artists’ studio and guest
house, where they stayed until 1932 when he was elected to the U.S. Con-
gress. The Marlands then moved to Washington until 1934, when he be-
came the 10th governor of Oklahoma. With his fortune gone and his health
fading, Marland sold the mansion to the Discalced Carmelite Fathers of



Mexico for $66,000 in 1941, keeping only the chauffeur’s quarters and stables
for himself and Lydie. Four months later, with Lydie at his side, he died.

Lydie lived in the chauffeur’s quarters until 1953, when she left Ponca
City. She did not return until 1975, when she heard the estate was for sale
again. Summoning her courage to confront painful memories and face up to
the hard and far-flung life she had led, she returned,.again taking up resi-
dence in the chauffeur’s quarters. In August of that year she placed a per-
sonal letter in the newspaper encouraging the citizens of Ponca City to pur-
chase the estate, which they did for $1,435,000—paid for by a two-year sales
tax. Continental Oil Co., which grew from Marland Oil Co. and is now
Conoco, Inc., paid $717,500 of the amount. Lydie remained in the quarters,
living a reclusive and eccentric life until her death on July 25, 1987, at the
age of 87. She was buried next to her husband in the Marland crypt at the
Ponca City Odd Fellows Mausoleum.

The mansion now functions as a museum owned by the city of Ponca
City, and includes a hotel and conference center.

Lydie Miller Roberts Marland

Statue of Lydie Roberts
Marland. This piece, along with
other artwork and furnishings,
can be seen at the Marland Man-
sion Estate Hotel and Confer-
ence Center in Ponca City. A
small booklet with a fascinating
account of Lydie'’s tragic life is
available from the Center.
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